TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL
MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
RE SOL UT ION #21-273
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSIDP COMMITTEE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL SETTING FORTH
THE REASONS FOR ADOPTING AN ORDINANCE
THAT WOULD PROHIBIT THE OPERATION OF
CANNABIS BUSINESSES IN THE TOWNSHIP WHICH
WAS DEEMED TO BE INCONSISTENT WITH THE
TOWNSHIP'S MASTER PLAN
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Hopewell at its June 14,
2021 meeting introduced an ordinance "Prohibiting the Operation of Any Class of Cannabis
Businesses within its Geographical Boundaries and Amending chapters 3, 6, and 17 of the Code
of the Township of Hopewell" (the "Ordinance"); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26a, the Township Committee referred the
Ordinance to the Hopewell Township Planning Board to identify any provisions in the proposed
Ordinance which were inconsistent with the Master Plan and to make any recommendations
concerning the inconsistencies and any other matters as the Board deemed appropriate; and

WHEREAS, at the Planning Board's regular meeting on June 24, 2021, the Board
reviewed the Ordinance and reviewed the Memorandum dated June 23, 2021, prepared by
Banisch Associates, Inc., presented by Frank Banisch, P.P., A.l.C.P; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board adopted Planning Board Resolution 21-012, finding
that the Ordinance was inconsistent with the Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, in Resolution 21-012, the Planning Board specifically noted the
following:
6. . .. Board members expressed concern over the prohibition of cultivation in
the ordinance and the Master Plan's support of agriculture within the Township,
more specifically, Ordinance 17-147, which provides that farms and other
agricultural uses are permitted as principal uses in all districts of the Township,
which ordinance includes the growth and cultivation of crops, etc.
7. Based on the concerns expressed in finding #6 hereinabove, the Planning
Board finds the ordinance to be inconsistent with the master plan, however
recommends that the Township committee approves the ordinance in order to
maintain control over introducing this form of agriculture to the township.

8. Should the Township Committee pass the ordinance as written, the Planning
Board recommends prompt action, as quickly as possible, to consider an
ordinance amendment defining cannabis growth and cultivation practices that
would be consistent with the State Right to Farm Act and Section 17-147 (Farms
and Agricultural Uses) of the Hopewell Township Land Use Development
Ordinance.
WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law provides that "the governing body may
adopt a zoning ordinance or amendment or revision thereto which in whole or part is
inconsistent with or not designed to effectuate the land use plan element and the housing plan
element, but only by affirmative vote of the full authorized membership of the governing body,
with the reasons of the governing body for so acting set forth in a resolution and recorded in its
minutes when adopting such a zoning ordinance" (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62a); and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that the "New Jersey Cannabis
Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization Act" (P.L. 2021, c. 16)
requires that every municipality in the State adopt an ordinance by August 21, 2021, to either
prohibit cannabis businesses, or permit and regulate cannabis businesses, otherwise all classes
of cannabis businesses will be permitted or conditional uses in certain zones in the municipality;
and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee agrees with the Planning Board and believes
that permitting cannabis cultivation, under certain conditions and with proper regulation and
oversight, would benefit the Township, and is consistent with the Township's Master Plan; and
WHEREAS, on August 2, 2021, the Township Committee introduced a new ordinance
that would permit limited cannabis cultivation and manufacturing businesses in the Township,
under certain conditions; and
WHEREAS, in order ensure that the Township meets the August 21, 2021 deadline for
having a cannabis ordinance in place, the Township Committee shall adopt the ordinance
prohibiting all classes of cannabis businesses at its August 16, 2021 meeting, but will continue
to consider an alternative cannabis ordinance, that would permit limited cannabis cultivation
manufacturing businesses in the Township, under certain conditions.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the
Township of Hopewell, that sufficient reasons exist to adopt the subject Ordinance despite the
Planning Board's finding that it is inconsistent with the Master Plan, specifically that if a

cannabis licensing ordinance is not adopted by August 21, 2021, such businesses will be
permitted by operation of law without any Township input or regulation.

Date Adopted: August 16, 2021

I, Laurie E. Gompf, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Hopewell, County of Mercer and State
of New Jersey, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the
Township Committee of the Township of Hopewell at a regular meeting held on Monday,
August 16, 2021, at which a quorum was present.

Laurie E. Gompf
Municipal Clerk

