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New Jersey Spill Fund InformationNew Jersey Spill Fund Information

How do I file a claim?

Claims can be filed by contacting the Environmental Claims Administration (ECA) at 609-984-2076 or
via email at srp_spillfund_gq@dep.nj.gov and requesting a Spill Fund claim application by mail or by
downloading an application from the ECA Claims Forms website.
Claims should be filed by Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested or other means that provides a
receipt as proof of mailing. By law, all claims must be filed within one year of the date of discovery of
damage. Therefore, proof of the date of mailing is essential.

What is the Spill Fund?

The Spill Fund (N.J.A.C. 7:1J et seq.) was established by the New Jersey Legislature when it enacted
the Spill Compensation and Control Act (Spill Act) in 1976 (N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.). A courtesy
copy of the rules and regulations can be viewed and downloaded at: CSRR Rules. A copy of the Spill
Act may also be reviewed at the State Library or some other libraries.

The purpose of the Spill Compensation Fund (Spill Fund) is to provide compensation for damages to
property and persons resulting from the discharge of hazardous substances, including all cleanup
and removal costs and all direct and indirect damages arising in connection with a discharge of a
hazardous substance. However, if a responsible party is identified or known, then they remain strictly
liable for all cleanup and removal costs.

What does the Spill Fund pay for?

The Fund pays for, but is not limited to: clean up and removal costs incurred by the Department for
contaminated sites and compensation paid for damage claims relating to potable well treatment
systems, public waterline installations, remediation of contaminated sites, and real and personal
property damages caused by discharges of hazardous substances. Monies in the Fund are limited,
therefore, eligible claims are paid in priority order. The Fund rules at N.J.A.C 7:1J-2.2(b) provides that
the administrator prioritize the categories of claims that are eligible for compensation in the
following order:

Potable water restoration and vapor intrusion at residential properties;
Potable water restoration and vapor intrusion mitigation at schools and childcare facilities; and
All other categories of claims.

Who can file a claim?

Any individual, business or governmental entity can file a claim if they are damaged as a result of the
discharge of a hazardous substance.

Contaminated Site Remediation & Redevelopment (CSRR). (n.d.). The NJ Spill Compensation
Fund Claims Program (Spill Fund). https://dep.nj.gov/srp/finance/eca-spill-fund/ 10
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What do I need to do to qualify for Spill Fund compensation?

There are specific regulations, rules, and guidelines that govern the filing and processing of Spill
Fund damage claims.

Residential Well Water:
Typical residential contaminated well claims require a certified laboratory test indicating that the
water does not meet the applicable drinking water standards for hazardous substances and requires
installation of a treatment system. If the laboratory test is over the applicable standards, the claim
for installation of the treatment system may be eligible for payment. The laboratory test fee may
also be eligible for reimbursement. If public waterlines are available for hookup, claimants will be
asked to provide three estimates from licensed plumbers for the cost to interconnect the property to
the waterline. If no waterlines are available, claimants will be asked for three estimates from
qualified water treatment vendors for the cost to install, monitor and maintain an appropriate point-
of-entry treatment (POET) system. In some cases, claimants will be asked to provide cost estimates
for both, interconnection to the waterline and POET installation. Additional information for claims
related to contaminated drinking water wells can be downloaded at: The NJ Spill Compensation
Fund Claims Program (Spill Fund).

Claims for more complicated damages must include sufficient supporting evidence and
documentation necessary for the Environmental Claims Administration (ECA) to evaluate the
damages based on site specific conditions and information. Such proofs may include, but are not
limited to: engineering reports, environmental site assessments, remedial investigations, remedial
action workplans, cost estimates and invoices.

How can I contact the Environmental Claims Administration?

For questions regarding the Spill Fund, please call (609) 984-2076 or email
srp_spillfund_gq@dep.nj.gov

Additional Information regarding the Spill Fund can be found at:
dep.nj.gov/srp/finance/eca-spill-fund/eca-spill-fund-faqs/

Contaminated Site Remediation & Redevelopment (CSRR). (n.d.). The NJ Spill Compensation
Fund Claims Program (Spill Fund). https://dep.nj.gov/srp/finance/eca-spill-fund/ 11
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Certified Drinking Water LabsCertified Drinking Water Labs  
in Mercer Countyin Mercer County

Sadat Associates Inc
(609) 826-9600

15 Princess Rd, Lawrence Township, NJ 08648
www.sadat.com

 
Pace Analytical Services, LLC- Ewing· 

(609) 737-3477
812 Silvia St, Ewing Township, NJ 08628

www.pacelabs.com

South Jersey Water Test-Central
(856) 875-3506 

311 White Horse Ave Suite D, Hamilton Township, NJ 08610
www.sjwatertest.com

  
Leco Laboratory
(609) 245-8098

1800 NJ-33, Trenton, NJ 08690

*The businesses listed above are provided for informational purposes only.
Inclusion on this list does not constitute an endorsement or
recommendation by Hopewell Township Health Department.

For more information and resources, please visit njems.nj.gov/DataMiner
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1. Permits are required for all water treatment system
installations in Hopewell Township.

2. Please visit the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection’s Water Treatment Information webpage.

Water Treatment SystemWater Treatment System
Information and ResourcesInformation and Resources

a. A summary of well water treatment options for homeowners can be
found here: https://dep.nj.gov/privatewells/treatment/

a. Please contact the Municipal Construction Office at (609) 737-0612
to secure a permit for a water treatment system.

3. § 16-17.3 On-Site Well Water Systems

a. Technical specifications for the minimum requirements of
water treatment systems in Hopewell Township can be found in
Borough Ordinance Subsection 16-17.3 as Exhibit A
b. When treatment systems are installed to remediate primary
contaminants, a notice shall be placed in the deed to alert future
purchasers of treatment methods and maintenance
requirements.
c. A copy of the executed deed shall be provided to the health
department.  

https://dep.nj.gov/privatewells/treatment/
tel:6097370612

