Private-property access:
A reason for Old Mill delay

ENBy Jahn Tredrea o
& Staff Writer

A Mercer County wants to move ahead w1th

4 bridge replacement on Old Milf Road, hay-
g already spent $175,000 on the project, %axd
ulie Wilmort, spokesperson for county execu—
¢ Brian Hughes Sy

overmnent

‘%Ve]} tzy thfs on for swe

“'?fhe delav » Ms Wllmm sald is due 1he
‘county’s “seekmg access to two private prop-

hagological survey the DEP (the state Depart-
ment of Envxronmentai Protection) directed
he county to perform in order to obtain neces-
sary permits in accordance w;th qiormwater
ipregulations.

gi"whlch przvale property owness forbid access

Elor studies or srveve, Mereer. Cammtv alen i @

Cause of the delay in 1he rep acement pro;- :
t is a Kafka-esque regulatory situation in-
wo}vmg multiple agenc:les at muliiple jevels of .

Kafka-esque is an exaggerauon you say‘?_':-. g
' i 2002, during the initial permitting phase, the

&rties, so that a consultant can complete the ar-.
“Mercr:r Coanty has reached out to the +

.':giSLate Historic Preservation office for guséance
n how 1o move forward with a- project i

C o - of 106 “T]'us is the Iowe%t rated non- hmonc
£ 1a s bridge ‘wnder Mercer County § ]LII‘lSdlCUOn i
D Ms W}imot said. : : '

'I.‘_he _iov_\;{est_ rated hisforic__bridge in Mercer
County is the also-closed span over Jacob's

Creek in western Hopewell Township. That .
‘ bndge had a ’5~ton we;ght l1m1t ' ;

The now- clo%ed oud MI]I Road bndge had _

::'a 4 ton. welghl Ilmrt

" M. Wilmot said the bﬂdge-replacement ;
pro_;ect for Old Miil Road was awarded to Bos-
well Engineering in early 2001. In August

DEP requested that fetaining walls be added to
the project to-minimize fill being placed in the
flood piain. The walls were added and the :
project resubmitted to the DEP, she said. ‘In
July 2003, she continued, the DEP requested

" tha the project be repermitted to adhere to the

new -stormwater regulations. Changes were
..made to the permit package and the pi’O_]eLt
wis resubmitted. ; . '

()n Aug. 31, 2{)(}9 Bosweﬂ recewed ale
tef from DEP requiTing & complebe Phase 1. A
chaeologu:al Survey Rxchard G lbb & A




alre. -

g By John Tredraa
_ Staff Writer

50 About’ 15 residents of Old . Mill |
+“Road " ‘and nclghborzng township, -
“thoroughfares, primartly Federal
" City Road, turned out for the Dec! - |
4 Hopewell Townshxp Committee © :
' meeting o voice frusfration and. |
".-worry over the increased motor ve-
*hicle traffic and speeding they say *
5 has résulted from the road being

closed fo afl but local traffic.

. “Along with other drivers, commut-
. ers, including those at Bristol- -Myers
Squﬂ}b on Pennmgton—Rocky Hill

~iRoad about :three .miles ‘from the
- bridge, now ‘have to -take donger .
*-Toutes to get to.and from thelr desn—

‘nations.

Road’s T-intersection with Federal
City Road and about two. miles
uth of s I -with Penningtons
ocky Hill Road, Old Mill Road is 2
wrship road biit the county has

jurisdiction over the bridge, smd_

. Paul Pogorzelsk1 mwneh}p admin
" trator and engineer.

- Saying he and’ many other Tesio
»dents had been upset 1o find the road

closed one day, Oid Mill Road i8si-

dent Frank = MacDougald asked
“‘Why weren’t we' ncuﬂed We re

" Road: T Mr. McQuoid  $ai

i “Mercer County closed the bridge.
won"Old ‘Mill Road several months -
“ago, citing ‘safety concerns. Since -
" ithen, the road hds been.barricaded to’
“all "but ‘focal ‘traffic” at both ends.

! "'The bridge crosses the brdok a
“short distance north ‘of Old Mill'+

k eemmumcated with.”

- “We 'were advised by Lhe
“gounty -0f tHe -road being
.closed dug to the bridge, an
+we did post hiotiee :of that of
“our. Web site and- cable-ghan-:

‘n()thBS W0 remdents

7 ”I'he closmg of Old Mill
“Road inevitably lengthens nu-

“~merous vehicle trips by sever-:
*: al-miles. Residents of the area -
Hsay many motorists are mak-

" +Jing up for lost time, some of it
-Janyway, by driving faster than :

“they useé to.

“closed, said - Bill McQuoid,

" irwho lives on Federal . City

' “Road just west of Old Mill

% speeding has increased.

* ““The police have com
and issued summonses, b
he problenv persists, -he: said:
A number of other reside
“rhade simil ar commen{s :

275 “Traffic” has {Eoubled” on
' “Federal Ciry Road: since Olé
il Road was closed saida
tnan who hves 011 Federal C{ty

Road

Mr Pogorzelskl sasd hef

: “The [rafﬁc has been a
“problem” since the road was

T would c,ontact B-MS about speed studtes d{)ne, Mr Po-'.E
© - asking: its.employees to slow -gorzelski said:. :

iv “down. He ‘said ‘the fownship. -
" can do speed . surveys, DUt process Things will not hap:

“This will be a frustratmg :

added they are’difficult 10 do hep quickly. I hope yoirr frus-
“this time' of year because of. g alion does not lead to an-:
now and ice ot the road. Ma- - ger » sair Deputy Mayor John
erialt on the’ foads’ impedes . Nyrphy after all resuients had

'Speed survey’: quipmcn{ he.;"theu' say.

.-: d
‘nel,”  Mr, Pogorzelsiq “said. . :gal

« dividual :
ey o ! “equipment gives the speed Of_.;eral levels of government, the

‘the vehicles thas drive over iti expense of the work involved,
.The data can be used for poli- -
ey decisions and as ‘a b
 regulatdry changes.:

‘ B ~ Bridge issues are complexﬁl
Placed  on Vroads the due to the invoivement of sev-

how long that work takes and
. the impact the work has on the
area i Mr. Murphy, eche-
_ ng whdt off1c1als have and

e will ty fo g




